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Immigration News 

USCIS ANNOUNCES PROPOSED FEE INCREASES 
Contributed by Jennaweh Hondrogiannis, Associate Attorney 

The Department of Homeland Security (DHS) has issued a proposed rule that would  
increase fees charged by U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) for certain 
immigration and naturalization benefit requests. This proposal comes as a result of a     
comprehensive fee review conducted by USCIS which found that the current fees do not 
recover the full costs of the services USCIS provides.  Per the fee review, USCIS  
determined that if the fee  structure remained as is, the agency would suffer a $560 million 
annual shortfall. As such, the proposed rule seeks to increase fees by 21%, which will be a 
weighted fee increase of 21% based on the current fee of each immigration benefit type.  
 
In addition, the proposal seeks to implement a new fee for Form, I-924A, Supplement to 
Form I-924. The fee for this form, if accepted, will be $3,035 and the form name will be 
changed to “Annual Certification of Regional Center.” Additionally, the rule proposes a  
three-level fee for the Form N-400, Application for Naturalization. First, DHS would increase 
the standard fee from $595 to $640. Second, DHS would continue to charge no fee to an       
applicant who meets the requirements of sections 328 or 329 of the Immigration and       
Nationality Act of 1952 (INA) with respect to military service and applicants with approved 
fee waivers. Third, DHS would charge a reduced fee of $320 for naturalization applicants with family income greater 
than 150 percent and not more than 200 percent of the Federal Poverty Guidelines.  
 
Hopefully the fee increases will significantly improve case processing times, interview scheduling backlogs, and               
adjudication delays by increasing the resources available to USCIS. The proposed rule was published in the Federal 
Register on 05/04/2016. 

OBAMA ADMINISTRATION PLANS NEW WAVE OF DEPORTATION RAIDS 
Contributed by Koby Polaski, Senior Attorney 

In January, we reported on an operation by Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to 
apprehend and deport undocumented immigrants across the United States. The January 
raids represented a large-scale effort to deport families fleeing violence in Central America. 
In our January blog, we outlined our recommendations for how to respond to a raid, or in the 
event of contact with ICE agents. 
 
Sadly, ICE announced on May 12th its plan to begin another month-long series of raids in 
May and June in response to a renewed surge of women and children fleeing violence in 
Honduras, El Salvador, and Guatemala. These raids, like those in January, will also be 
aimed at Central American mothers and children who recently entered the United States and 
have orders of deportation. Minors who entered the country without a guardian and since 
turned eighteen will also be encompassed by the raid.  
 
The Obama Administration argues that these raids are well within its authority pursuant to a 
recent memorandum on “priorities for enforcement.” The priorities enforcement memo  
includes immigrants who entered the country after January 1, 2014. 
 
Despite government authority to enforce its guidance, raids are not the appropriate response to this unprecedented  
humanitarian crisis. Central American women and children are fleeing unescapable and unimaginable violence in their 
home countries. The threat of deportation will not stop them from leaving their countries to save their own lives and those 
of their children. We must find a more humane and rational response that both honors our country’s immigration laws 
and respects people’s lives; aggressive raids on the most vulnerable people among us does neither.  

http://www.immigrationissues.com/immigration-news/ice-raids-and-your-rights
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PRESIDENT TRUMP’S FIRST 100 DAYS: DACA RESCINDED AND MUSLIMS 

BANNED FROM VISITING U.S. 
Contributed by Aaron Hall, Partner 

Against all expectations at the start of the primary process, Donald J. Trump has now 
sealed up the Republican nomination for President of the United States.  He will face the 
Democratic nominee, likely Hillary Clinton, in the general election in November.  Trump has 
long been promising to solve immigration issues with a wall along our southern border 
(which Mexico, he claims, will pay for).  But speaking with the New York Times, he outlined 
in more detail what the beginning of a Trump presidency would look like: 
 

On Inauguration Day, he would go to a “beautiful” gala ball or two, but focus mostly 
on rescinding Obama executive orders on immigration and calling up corporate  
executives to threaten punitive measures if they shift jobs out of the United States. 
 
And by the end of his first 100 days as the nation’s 45th leader, the wall with Mexico 
would be designed, the immigration ban on Muslims would be in place, the audit of 
the Federal Reserve would be underway and plans to repeal the Affordable Care 
Act would be in motion. 
 

On January 20, 2017, DREAMers who have applied for and been granted DACA will have had lawful work permits  
immediately cancelled.  They could be pulled out of their schools, homes, or jobs to face deportation.   
 
By April of 2017, Trump promises to have implemented a religious test to come to the U.S. in spite of our Constitution’s 
ban on making laws “respecting the establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.”  This religious test 
would ban 1.6 billion people from all over the globe from ever setting foot on American soil.  For now, he’s released no 
details on how immigration officers will implement his religious test.  Will making the sign of the cross when going 
through customs make sure that we don’t fail the test?  Or will having traveled to countries where there are large Muslim 
populations trigger the need for further investigation by a newly formed Religious Police Agency within Customs and  
Border Protection?   
 
Unbelievably, these are questions and policies that Americans will need to consider when deciding whether they can 
support the nominee of one of our two major political parties.  I expect that the American people will reject these policies 
and the candidate who promotes them come November.  But the fact that he has made it this far is disturbing and will 
make for an anxiety-filled election season. 

FIRM NEWS 

MEET OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION 
Laney Quintana was born in Killeen, TX to parents serving in the military. She moved shortly 
thereafter to North Denver now known as the Highlands. Laney was an active member of the 
community serving in programs such as Colorado Hospice, National Multiple Sclerosis  
Society and Colorado Uplift.  
 
Prior to joining Joseph Law Firm, P.C., she worked as a Finance Administrator/ Office  
Manager and has more than fifteen years of experience in the industry.  
 
In addition to spending time with her five children, Laney enjoys the outdoors, hiking, sporting 
events and travel.  

http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/05/us/politics/donald-trump-president.html?ref=politics&_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2016/05/05/us/politics/donald-trump-president.html?ref=politics&_r=0

