
Less than a month after the U.S. Supreme Court struck down sec-

tion 3 of the Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA) in United States 

v. Windsor, the Board of Immigration Appeals (BIA) has pub-

lished a decision recognizing that DOMA can no longer be used 

to deny immigration petitions for same sex married couples. 

 

The BIA case, Matter of Zeleniak, which came down on July 17, 

2013, states that as long as the marriage is legal in the place 

where it was celebrated, it can be the basis for immigration bene-

fits.  Moreover, the decision clearly states that same sex marriages will be valid in other immi-

gration contexts, including fiancé visas, immigrant visa petitions, refugee and asylee derivative 

status, inadmissibility and waivers of inadmissibility, removability and waivers of removability, 

cancellation of removal, and adjustment of status. Matter of Zeleniak gives even greater assur-

ance that the immigration agencies will immediately faithfully implement the Supreme Court’s 

decision in Windsor.  Same sex married couples can and should now be applying for and receiv-

ing immigration benefits. 

BOARD OF IMMIGRATION APPEALS PUBLISHES DECISION 
IN WAKE OF SUPREME COURT STRIKING DOWN DOMA Exciting News!   

Check out our newly revised   
website at:  

immigrationissues.com 

For info related to business     
immigration visit:  

businessimmigrationissues.com 

Sign-up for our electronic     
newsletter  and read up-to-date 
news by visiting our blogs at:  

josephlawfirm.blogspot.com 

businessimmigrationissues.com/blog  
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Contributed by Aaron Hall, Senior Attorney 

The United States Department of State has issued the August Visa 

Bulletin. The Family Based 2A (spouses and unmarried children 

under the age of 21 of Lawful Permanent Residents) will be cur-

rent as of August 1, 2013, and many experts are expecting this 

category to remain current for 2-3 months. After that time frame, 

there will most likely be a retrogression, with an expectation of 

returning to the current priority date backlog of about two years. 

  

The most imperative aspect of this will be filings for children under the age of 21; this will give a 

large number of individuals the ability to "lock-in" and maintain their F-2A status, rather than 

age out and change to a different category and potentially languish. This is one of the require-

ments of the Child Status Protection Act (CSPA).  It is imperative for children who are under the 

age of 21, and who have a lawful permanent resident parent, to seek the advice of counsel re-

garding filing so as to not lose their opportunities under the CSPA. Additionally, there could be 

major consequences if the parent naturalizes after the child turns 21, if they did not take ad-

vantage of the CSPA now. 

 

Before filing for adjustment of status it is important that you consult with an immigration attor-

ney to make sure that you qualify to adjust your status.  The fact that your visa is current and you 

can now immigrate does not necessarily mean that you have the ability to do it within the United 

States and it is possible that you might have to travel abroad to obtain the immigrant visa.  Our 

attorneys can guide you as to which options are available to you. If you believe you may be af-

fected by this recent announcement, please contact one of the attorneys at Joseph Law Firm, P.C. 

to discuss your options. 

  

 

PRIORITY DATES FOR SPOUSES AND CHILDREN OF  

PERMANENT RESIDENTS CURRENT IN AUGUST 
Contributed by Melanie Corrin, Senior Attorney 
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A full service Immigration law firm 

for over ten years. We use our 
knowledge, teamwork,             

professionalism and expertise to 
provide the highest quality legal 

services and results to individuals 
and businesses, one client at a time.  

 
Our attorneys are all members of 

the American Immigration Lawyers 
Association, the  

national association of  
immigration attorneys.  

 
We have successfully  

represented clients before the   
Citizenship and Immigration   

Service, the Immigration Courts, 
the Board of Immigration  

Appeals, and the Federal Courts.  
 

Visit our websites at: 

 
immigrationissues.com 

 
And 

 
businessimmigrationissues.com 

 
 

Specializing in: 
 

Business Immigration 

 

Employer Compliance 

 

I-9 Consulting 

 

Asylum & Persecution 

 

Family Immigration 

 

Deportation Defense 

 

Naturalization 

 

Federal Litigation 

 

Global Outbound Immigration 

 

 

 

Please be advised that the US Immigration Court will be moving on August 1, 2013.  The court 

will be closed from August 1st - August 6th, and will reopen on Wednesday August 7, 2013.  All 

hearings after August 6, 2013 will be held at the new location. In addition, all filings after August 

6, 2013 should be submitted to the address below. The new office will be located on 19th and 

Stout in downtown Denver approximately 4 blocks from the current location.  The Immigration 

Court will be open Monday thru Friday from 8:00am – 4:00pm.  The new office will be located 

at:  1961 Stout Street, Suite 300, Denver, CO  80294.  Please contact the Immigration Court 

at 303 844-5815 extension “0” with any questions.  

 

Por favor, tenga en cuenta que El Tribunal de Inmigración EE.UU. se moverá el 1 de Agosto del 

2013.  El Tribunal estará cerrado del 1 de Agosto – 6 de Agosto 2013. Todas las audiencias toma-

ran lugar en la nueva localidad.  Además, todos los documentos presentados después del 6 de 

Agosto 2013 deben ser enviados a la dirección indicada abajo.  El tribunal estará localizado en la 

avenida 19 y la calle Stout en el centro de Denver, a una distancia de aproximadamente cuatro 

cuadras de nuestra localidad actual.  El Tribunal de inmigración estará abierto de Lunes a Viernes 

de 8:00am – 4:00pm.  La nueva dirección es: 1961 Stout Street, Suite 300, Denver, CO  80294. 

Por favor, póngase en contacto con el Tribunal de Inmigración en 303 844-5815 extensión 

"0" con cualquier pregunta. 

THE IMPACT OF IMMIGRANTS IN COLORADO 

The U.S. Senate passed an immigration reform bill on June 27; all 

eyes are now on the House of Representatives members working 

on a version of their own.  As these legislative events unfold, Col-

oradans may be reflecting on the specific impact immigration re-

form will have on our state.  The reality is that foreign-born Col-

oradans are already altering the state’s population, economy, and 

electorate.  They currently account for almost 10 percent of our 

population, or about 500,000 people.  About 180,000 of those 

immigrants are undocumented.   

 

These immigrants and their families are already having a huge impact on Colorado’s economy.  

The purchasing power of Colorado’s Asian and Latino population totaled about $28 billion in 

2012.  In 2007, the businesses they owned had sales and receipts of over $10 billion and employed 

over 51,000 people in our state.  Undocumented immigrants bring $8 billion of economic activity 

to the state every year and create about 40,000 jobs.  Undocumented immigrations also paid about 

$167.5 million in state, property, and sales taxes in 2010.   

 

Immigrants are also altering the nature of Colorado’s electorate.  Six percent of voters in Colorado 

are foreign born naturalized U.S. citizens or the children of these immigrants.  Just over a third of 

naturalized immigrants have a bachelor’s degree or higher. 

 

Whether immigration reform will change the above statistics depends on the final version of the 

bill that passes both in the Senate and the House, an uncertain outcome at this point.  What is cer-

tain is that Colorado is currently benefitting from the diversity and economic activity that immi-

grants bring to the state.  Potential legislation to bring our current undocumented population out of 

the shadows will likely boost our economy even more, as these immigrants will be able to become 

full participants in our society.  Other proposed reforms to increase the number of U.S. educated 

immigrants who remain in the state will only augment the state’s brainpower and attract business-

es that require an educated workforce.    

Contributed by Kim Tremblay, Associate Attorney 
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