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THE U.S.’S INADEQUATE RESPONSE TO THE SYRIAN REFUGEE CRISIS  
Contributed by Kim Tremblay, Associate Attorney 

Reports about Syrian refugees have inundated the media in the last few weeks, given the 
recent uncontrollable surge in migration across European borders and the worsening of the 
crisis.  Stories of migrant deaths, including young children, have been particularly grim and 
shocking.          
 
Earlier this week, concerned Americans were relieved to hear that the United States would 
be stepping up efforts and helping more of the refugees resettle here.  The U.S. government 
announced it would increase the country’s yearly cap on the intake of refugees from 70,000 
to 100,000 by 2017.  Although this is a potential increase in the number of Syrian refugees 
being welcomed in the United States, as only about 1,500 Syrian refugees have come to the 
United States so far, it is becoming rapidly clear that this is a mere drop in the bucket.   
 
Indeed, the cap increase will not specifically reserve spots for Syrians and will not  
significantly ease the plight of these particular refugees.  Although individuals from other 
troubled nations indisputably need to resettle elsewhere, Syrians alone make up roughly a 
quarter of the world’s refugee population and their situation is increasingly dire.  Over four 
million people have left Syria and are seeking a safe haven elsewhere. Two and half million people have been displaced 
within Syria’s borders as well.   
 
Despite its bureaucratic constraints, the U.S. refugee program needs to step up its efforts and welcome a greater  
number of Syrians. The country must do its part to ease the crisis.  Lebanon and Turkey cannot adequately handle the 
three million refugees within their borders and the commitment of European countries to provide for hundreds of  
thousands of Syrian refugees must be matched by other nations, including our own. Organizations such as the American 
Immigration Lawyers Association have urged the President to increase refugee admissions to 200,000 and to designate 
100,000 of those admissions for Syrians.  That would be a start. 

USCIS ANNOUNCES REVISED VISA BULLETIN 
Contributed by Courtney Butler, Associate Attorney 

Each month, the Department of State publishes family-based and employment-based visa 
availability in the Visa Bulletin, which indicates when visas are available to adjustment-of-
status applicants based on their individual priority dates.  Beginning in October 2015, USCIS 
will publish two charts.  One, the “Application Final Action Dates” chart, will list the dates 
when visas may be issued, as in previous Visa Bulletins.  The other, “Dates for Filing  
Applications,” is a new chart that will list the earliest dates when visa applicants may apply 
for their respective visa.  The National Visa Center will accept documents based on the latter 
chart, and USCIS may accept applications for adjustment of status based on either chart.   
 
Allowing early filing of adjustment of status applications may have distinct advantages.  An 
intending immigrant may now be able to file an application and obtain work authorization 
while the application is pending, but months – and possibly years - before the application 
can actually be approved.   In certain situations, an applicant may also be eligible for travel 
authorization while the application is pending but before it is approved. 
 
Because of the large number of applications that will likely be submitted in October, the  
November Visa Bulletin may see a significant retrogression of filing dates.  Applicants are therefore encouraged to file 
adjustment of status applications in October if their filing date is current. 
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POPE FRANCIS TO FEATURE PRO-IMMIGRANT MESSAGE THROUGHOUT VISIT 

TO U.S. 
Contributed by Aaron Hall, Partner 

Pope Francis is set to use his first papal visit to the U.S.in part put a spotlight on the plight of 
immigrants.  Pope Francis’s natural connection with immigrants in the United States goes 
beyond the fact that he is the first Latin American pontiff.  Francis is the son of an immigrant, 
with his father having abandoned Italy to escape Mussolini’s fascist regime six years prior to 
Pope Francis’s birth in Argentina. 
 
The Catholic News Service reports the Pope intends to enter the U.S. not as a dignitary but 
“as a migrant” and that immigration will be one of the most important themes of his visit.  
During his time in the U.S.,  Pope Francis is expected to deliver the majority of his speeches 
in Spanish.  In a gesture meant to honor immigrant labor, he will use a simple chair  
constructed by immigrant day laborers for his mass at Madison Square Garden in New York. 
 
In addition to these more subtle gestures and symbols, Pope Francis will reportedly address 
immigration reform and the treatment of migrants and refugees explicitly in his remarks to 
Congress.   
 
Pope Francis’s advocacy for and openness towards immigrants are shared amongst American Catholics and other 
Americans of faith as well.  A 2014 survey by the Pew Research Group showed that majorities Americans of every  
Christian sect favored allowing undocumented immigrants to stay in the United States if they met certain requirements.  
The pope’s attention to this issue should only help in pushing policy makers towards the realization that immigration  
policy need not be a partisan issue.  Rather, it is a policy problem that requires people from different viewpoints to find 
enough common ground to find a solution which affirms the rule of law, modernizes the current system, and  
acknowledges that those in the country without status and who are not a threat to public safety must be legalized and 
brought out of the shadows.  

Jeff Joseph, Senior Partner, attended the Federal Bar Association (FBA)  

Annual Conference in Salt Lake City, Utah as the representative of the Colorado 
Chapter of the FBA.  Jeff received a Presidential Award on behalf of the Chapter at 
the Awards Ceremony.  The Colorado Chapter received the Presidential Award 
from the National Federal Bar Association in recognition of the accomplishments of 
the Colorado Chapter in programming, membership growth and  
communication.  Jeff also received awards on behalf of the Immigration Law  
Section of the FBA for Outstanding Achievement by a Section and for “The Green 
Card,”  the newsletter of the Immigration Law Section. 
 

Jeff Joseph, will be a speaker at the Fall Conference of the American  

Immigration Lawyers Association in Minneapolis, Minnesota on October 2, 
2015.  Jeff will be the discussion leader on a Masters level panel addressing an 
analysis of fraud and misrepresentation in the immigrant visa application process 
and the waivers available to fight allegations of fraud or misrepresentation.  Jeff 
also wrote an article for the conference materials entitled, “When Your Client Tells 
a Lie:  Fraud and Misrepresentation and Waivers.” 
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http://www.catholicnews.com/services/englishnews/2015/migration-freedom-ecology-to-be-topics-on-pope-trip-cardinal-says.cfm
http://www.npr.org/sections/thetwo-way/2015/09/15/440609771/in-u-s-tour-pope-francis-will-deliver-4-speeches-in-english-14-in-spanish
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/19/opinion/building-a-chair-simple-enough-for-a-pope.html?_r=0
http://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/19/opinion/building-a-chair-simple-enough-for-a-pope.html?_r=0
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/04/01/catholics-other-christians-support-immigration-reform-but-say-faith-plays-small-role/

